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Well into the frenzy of WWI, the US Shipping Board contracted the Great Lakes Engineering Works on 
March 5, 1918 for twenty-four “Stemwinder” ocean cargo freighters of design 1060 under USSB contract 
#SC 199. Seventeen of these stemwinders, built at Ecorse under GLEW order #3500, were of similar size 
and design – the second design type awarded to GLEW. The design called for all cabins and machinery to be 
located aft and generally hauled bulk cargoes such as coal. All of these vessel’s names began with the letter 
“C” honoring US geographical locations that exceeded their subscription quota in various War fund raising 
drives. Dimensions: 261’loa, 253’kl-43’6”-27’6”: approximately 2700 GRT and 4000 dwt. All were powered by 
a 1350 ihp triple expansion steam engine and two coal-fired Scotch marine boilers. The USSB/EFC assigned 
them government hull numbers that ranged from 1256-1272 respectively. A second part of this USSB contract 
included seven more 1060 design-stemwinders built at Ashtabula (under GLEW order #3600) beginning with 
hull 501 (See hulls 501-507). This USSB contract demarks the point where the Ashtabula yard was assigned 
separate and unique builder’s hull numbers beginning with 501.

Costilla in war paint at Ecorse 11/1918 [DC]
HULL 206  NO PHOTO

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1918. Launched October 22, 1918 as a) CORYDOn 
(US.217236) and entered 
service in December, 1918, 
and departed the Great 
Lakes. While on East coast 
duty, the CORYDON 
foundered in the Bahamas 
Channel on September 9, 
1919 during the Hurricane 
of 1919. The vessel had 
loaded sugar at Antilla, 
Cuba bound for New 
York. No further details 
are available.

Charles L. O’Connor on the Eastern Seaboard [DC]



HULL 207

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1918. Launched October 17, 1918 as a) COSTILLA 
(US.217203) and was delivered in November, 1918. Sold to M.&J. Tracy, New York, NY in 1922 and renamed 
b) CHARLES L. O’COnnOR. The O’CONNOR was turned over to the US Maritime Commission in 1947 at 
New York. Scrapped at Baltimore, MD during the second quarter of 1948 by Patapsco Scrap Corp.
HULL 208

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1918. Launched November 7, 1918 as  
a) COTE BLAnCHE (US.217269) and was delivered after hostilities ceased in May, 1919.  
COTE BLANCHE was listed with a crew of 42. Sold to M.&J. Tracy, New York, NY late in 1922 and renamed  
b) MICHAEL TRACY staffed with a crew of 28. The TRACY was requisitioned in September, 1946 by the US 
Maritime Commission and operated by A.L. Burbank out of New York until laid up in February, 1947. Sold to 
Georgia Marine & Salvage Co., the TRACY was delivered from the postwar reserve fleet on March 11, 1948 
and scrapped at their Brunswick, GA yard later that year.

NO PHOTO

HULL 209

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1918. Keel laid on August 29, 1918 and launched 78 
days later on November 15, 1918 as a) COTOPAXI (US.217270) and delivered on November 30, 1918 arriving 
in Boston on December 22, 1918 allocated for use on the East coast of South America. Named after Cotopaxi 
an Ecuadorian stratovolcano. On one of her first trips for the USSB, operated by the Earn Line, COTOPAXI, 
while bound from Philadelphia to Salvador de Bahia, Brazil with coal, grounded in the Braganca Channel 
off Brazil on June 16, 1919. After jettisoning a partion of her cargo, COTOPAXI limped into Para, Brazil on 
August 19 for repairs which cost nearly $200,000. Sold to Clinchfield Navigation Company, New York, NY 
on December 23, 1919 at a cost of $375,000. Vanished in the Atlantic Ocean on a voyage from Charleston, SC 

Cotopaxi at Para, Brazil for repairs 08/1919 [DC]



Cottonplant at Baltimore’s B&O grain elevator prior to fire in 1922 [DC]

Lumberman with load of lumber Northwest coast [HCGL]

bound for Havana, Cuba with coal on or about December 1, 1925. The captain reported by radio that the ship 
was listing and had water in its hold. All 32 crew members were “apparently” lost and it has been speculated 
that the Cotopaxi vanished in the Burmuda Triangle.



Lumberlady on the West coast [RR]

HULL 210

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919. Launched January 20, 1919 as a) COTTOnPLAnT 
(US.217424) and delivered after hostilities ceased in February, 1919. Quite likely this vessel was used as a cargo 
transport to ship war materials from Europe to the United States. Sold to the Pacific States Lumber Company (a 
Coos Bay Lumber affiliate), San Francisco, CA in 1922 and renamed b) F. A. WARnER. In 1930 her ownership 
was transferred to the Coos Bay Lumber Company, San Francisco and renamed c) LuMBERMAn. The vessel 
was sold to the Owens-Park Lumber Company, Los Angeles, CA in 1940 and renamed c) LuMBERLADY. Sold 
Mexican to Recursos Consolidados de Mexico in 1965 retaining the name LUMBERLADY. In 1966, she was 
owned by San Pedro Navigation Company still registered in Mexico. Sold for scrap in 1969 to the National 
Metal & Steel Company, Terminal Island, CA. Demolition began November 11, 1971.

HULL 211

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919. Launched December 10, 1918 as a) COTTOnWOOD 
(US.217423) and was delivered in February, 1919 after hostilities had ceased. COTTONWOOD was sold to the 
Davidson Steamship Company, Duluth, MN on July 28, 1922. Enrolled at Port Huron, MI on September 27, 
1922 and entered service on the Great Lakes. A violent wind driven storm lashed Lake Superior for three days in 
November of 1926 and overwhelmed the COTTONWOOD, which was loaded with 2000 tons of copper ore 
from Torch Lake on the Keweenaw Peninsula bound for Toledo. A 58 knot gale drove her helplessly ashore at 
Coppermine Point, ON at the mouth of Whitefish Bay on November 15 where the crew managed to scramble 
ashore for shelter in vacant fishing shacks. One crew member braved the 15 mile trek to Batchawana Bay where 
he found a fisherman who took him to the Soo in a gas launch to report the incident. The tug ALABAMA was 
immediately dispatched on the 18th to rescue the stranded crew. The wrecking tug FAVORITE and lighter 
RELIANCE quickly followed, but salvage of the COTTONWOOD was not to be as December storms drove 
the salvors back to the Soo leaving her stranded for the winter. The following spring, COTTONWOOD was 
salvaged and taken to GLEW’s Ecorse yard for rebuild, with all applicable costs totaling $100,000, a hefty cost 
for the seven year old stemwinder, which extended her career on the Great Lakes until 1937. Sold Panamanian 
in 1937 to Maritime & Commerciale and renamed b) ADRIA. Branch Steamship Company, Ltd, Cardiff, 
Wales, Great Britain purchased her in 1939 and renamed her c) COITY CASTLE (BR.162135) under British 



registry. The vessel was transferred to the British Ministry of War Transport, London, England in 1944. While 
en route from Hull to London with coal, the COITY CASTLE was beached following a collision with the m/v 
DARRO on the River Thames near Dagenham, Kent, England on November 27, 1944. She was salvaged and 
rebuilt in 1946. Later that year, the Stanhope Steamship Company, Ltd., London purchased her and renamed 
her d) STAnBuRn. The STANBURN struck a submerged object on October 27, 1946, at position 35.15°N X 
11.55°E, north of Kerkenna Bank, off the east coast of Tunisia and sank. She was running light from a port in 
Algeria to Sfax, Tunisia at the time of loss.
HULL 212  NO PHOTO

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919. Launched January 10, 1919 as a) COuLEE 
(US.217513). Purchased by G.A. Tomlinson, Duluth, MN on July 28, 1922, enrolled at Cleveland on October 
10, 1922, and entered service on the Great Lakes. The COULEE was sold April 20, 1927 to Atwater Coal Co., 
New York, NY for off-Lakes service, renamed her b) WILLIAM C. ATWATER and then departed the Lakes. The 
ATWATER was sold to the Fall River Navigation Company, Fall River, MA late in 1927. In October, 1943 

Cottonwood on the St. Marys River 1924 [DC]

Coulee in Tomlinson colors on the St. Marys River c1924 [DC]



the ATWATER was requisitioned by the US War Shipping Administration, Washington, DC and bareboat 
chartered for use “as target practice” by the US Army Air Force. She was dismantled at Philadelphia, PA during 
the fall of 1946 by the Northern Metals Co. who may have scuttled the remnants of the vessel.
HULL 213

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919 for the United States Shipping Board. Hull 
213 had her keel laid on September 28, 1918 and was launched 90 days later on December 27, 1918 as a) 
COunCIL BLuFFS (US.217512). After a fitting out period of 36 days, the COUNCIL BLUFFS was completed 
and delivered to the US Shipping Board on February 1, 1919. She made her way off Lakes to Boston, MA. 
COUNCIL BLUFFS had a very short career. Her first assignment was on the coal run along the East coast of 
South America (Uruguay and Argentina). On her first cargo, she departed Boston on June 18, 1919 in ballast 
and loaded coal at Norfolk, VA bound for Uruguay and Argentina returning to New York by August 24. 
COUNCIL BLUFFS was then assigned to the coal trade in the Netherlands under the management of Warren 
Transportation departing Philadelphia, PA on October 16, 1919 bound for Rotterdam. In one of Maritime 
History’s more ironic events, while bound from there to Hamburg, Germany, COUNCIL BLUFFS struck a 
floating mine in the North Sea off of Tershelling, Netherlands and sank on November 13, 1919 (N53°30”-
E3°3”), one year and two days after the Armistice to end World War I was signed. There was no loss of life or 

casualties reported. The irony of her career was that she was built for the “War cause” that lasted less than a 
year from the time she entered the water and was delivered after cessation of hostilities only to be done in by a 
weapon of that very War.
HULL 214

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919. Launched February 11, 1919 as a) COuPARLE 
(US.217605) and delivered in March, 1919. Likely the COUPARLE was little used before being sold to Earl 
M. Leaf, Seattle, WA in 1922. Late in 1922 the Los Angeles Lumber Products Steamship Company, Los 
Angeles, CA purchased her and renamed her b) EL CEDRO early in 1923. In 1928 James Griffiths & Sons of 
Seattle, WA purchased her. In 1942, EL CEDRO was listed in service for the US War Shipping Administration 
under Griffiths & Sons until laid up in the postwar Suisun Bay reserve fleet (inland from San Francisco Bay) 

EL CEDRO on the West coast [DC]



in October, 1945. EL CEDRO was sold to the American Iron & Metals Company at Emeryville, CA for scrap 
in 1946 where she was delivered from Suisun Bay on December 26th that same year and dismantled.
HULL 215

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919. Launched February 1, 1919 as a) COuRTOIS 
(US.217604) and delivered in March, 1919. COURTOIS was sold to Munmotor Steamship Corp., New York, 
NY in 1922 and was renamed b) MunMOTOR. She was repowered in 1922 with a 900 bhp six cylinder McIntosh 
& Seymour diesel engine. Ownership was transferred to Munson Steamship Lines, Norfolk, VA in 1925. The 
stemwinder was sold Belgian in 1940 to Armement H. Vervliet, Antwerp and renamed c) RuBEnS and was 
sold to the International Mercantile Navigation Company S.A., Panama in 1947 under Panamanian registry. 
The RUBENS was repowered again in 1949 with a Scottish-built triple expansion steam engine originally 
built in 1916. She emerged later that same year renamed d) HOPE in Panamanian registry. Sold to Maritima 
Atlantica S.A. Panama in 1957 and renamed e) ESPERAnZA. On January 6, 1960, the ESPERANZA arrived 
at Viareggio in the Tuscany region of Italy (near La Spezia) where she was scrapped by Lari Augusto.
HULL 216  NO PHOTO

Courtois at Ecorse ready to depart the lakes to begin service on the East coast 1919 [DC]

Munmotor [RR]



Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919 for the United States Shipping Board. Hull 216 had 
her keel laid on November 12, 1918 and was launched 101 days later on February 21, 1919 as a) COuSHATTA 
(US 217728), delivered to the USSB on April 4, 1919. She sailed with a crew of 27 on her maiden voyage 
and departed Baltimore, MD on June 10th bound for Argentina and returned to New York on August 25. 
During this trip, problems arose with the main engine, boilers, steering gear, and bottom plates. As a result, 
COUSHATTA underwent fairly routine (for these WWI Lakers) but extensive dry docking and repairs at 
New York. COUSHATTA made trips to the British Isles, the Azores and South America over the next few 
years until laying up on November 10, 1920 at Norfolk with the postwar reserve fleet. James E. Davidson 
bought this vessel in 1922 only to resell her to M.&J. Tracy, New York, NY later in 1922 and renamed her  
b) JOHn TRACY. She spent the next 4½ years primarily in the coal trade from Norfolk to Boston and New 
York. In a tragic ending, the TRACY departed Norfolk on January 8, 1927 with coal bound for Boston, MA 
when she went missing. She was last sighted off the Pollock Rip lightship (LV 110-WAL 532) at the eastern end 
of Nantucket Sound on January 11th but then disappeared. It was determined she foundered off Cape Cod, 
MA. Only one of her lifeboats bearing the name JOHN TRACY, a name board, and two of her hatch sections 
were ever recovered.
HULL 217  NO PHOTO

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919. After her keel was laid on December 16, 1918, 
Hull 217 was launched March 21, 1919 as a) COuTOLEnE (US.217729). After completion and fitting out, 
COUTOLENE was delivered to the US Shipping Board on April 22, 1919 departing the Lakes three days 
later bound for Baltimore, MD. She sailed from there with a crew of 42 on her maiden voyage on June 3, 1919 
bound for Brazil, Uruguay and Argentina returning early in September to New York. Before typical post-
maiden voyage repairs could be attended to, COUTOLENE was assigned to the Hasler Brothers, Detroit for 
management and departed New York for Baltimore and then Rotterdam. On her return voyage, she experienced 
a major leak in her primary cargo hold on October 28 requiring her to put into Falmouth in the British Isles for 
temporary repairs. Late in 1919, COUTOLENE was put in the Chilean nitrate trade before being finally dry 
docked for repairs. She returned to this trade along with some of her WWI Laker sisters until finally laying up 
on November 4, 1920 at Norfolk in the postwar reserve fleet. She remained idle there until sold to A.J. O’Boyle 
late in 1922 and emerged early in 1923 renamed b) AnTHOnY O’BOYLE. The O’BOYLE, with a crew of 20, 
traded on the Northeast and mid-Atlantic seaboard from 1923 through 1926 primarily hauling coal. While 
en route from Norfolk to Boston, loaded with 3957 tons of coal, she grounded on Robinson’s Shoal southwest 
of Naushon Island, MA on January 30, 1927. Flooding in the forepeak and threatened by stormy weather, the 
crew and her captain were forced to abandon her on February 4, which effectively ended her career. Though her 
cargo was lightered, the O’BOYLE remained on the rocks until May 4th, when she was refloated. Damage was 
so extensive, repairs were never initiated and she never operated again. The O’BOYLE was sold to George E. 
Gilbert, Boston in 1927. She was sold again in late 1927 to the Heald-Hall Transportation Company, Boston, 
and renamed c) HEALD, but was unlikely ever documented as such. Plans formulated to repair and lengthen 
the HEALD never transpired and ownership reverted back to Anthony O’Boyle in 1928. With no hope of 
returning to service, Hull 217 went for scrap at Squantum, near Quincy, MA during March 1929.
HULL 218

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919. Launched March 10, 1919 as a) COVALT 
(US.217774) and entered service in April, 1919. Sold to the Morton Salt Company, Chicago, IL on March 9, 
1922 and began trading on the Great Lakes. COVALT was requisitioned by the US Maritime Commission 
in 1942 and departed the Lakes. She was chartered to Gartland Steamship Co., Chicago for the 1943 season 
and returned to the Lakes. Acquired by the British Ministry of War Transport, London, England in 1944 and 
sailed off Lakes again under British registry (BR.169958) with the same name under the management of the 
Wm. France, Fenwick Co., London. Returned to the US Maritime Commission in July, 1947 and laid up in 
the postwar reserve fleet. Sold to the Sheridan Navigation Co., Philadelphia, PA, was reduced to a barge and 
renamed b) PATRICK SHERIDAn in 1949. The SHERIDAN was scrapped, presumably on the East Coast, in 
August, 1954.
HULL 219



Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919. Launched April 19, 1919 as a) COVEDALE 
(US.218006) and was delivered in May, 1919. Purchased by the Munson Steamship Lines, New York, 
NY in 1922 and renamed b) MunCOVE. Munson also had her repowered at this time with a 900 bhp six 
cylinder McIntosh & Seymour diesel. MUNCOVE was sold overseas to J. Inkapool & Company, Tallinn, 
Estonia in 1940 and renamed c) PEETER. In 1941 she was sold to J. Carlbom & Co., Panama and renamed  
d) CATHRInE. Transferred to The Ministry of War Transport at Grangemouth, Scotland in 1941 retaining the 
name of CATHRINE (BR.168791). The CATHRINE was torpedoed and sunk by the German U-Boat, U-43 
on June 17, 1941 at position 49.30°N x 16.00°W. She was on a voyage from Pepel, Sierra Leone to Barrow, 
Ireland with manganese ore. There were only three survivors.
HULL 220

Covalt c1945 [DC]

Covalt on the St. Marys River c1922 [PW]



Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919. Launched March 28, 1919 as a) COVEnA 
(US.217810) and delivered in April, 1919. Sold to the Hammond Lumber Company, San Francisco, 
CA in 1922. Sold to the Lawrence Philips Steamship Company, Los Angeles, CA in 1937 and renamed  
b) JOSEPHInE LAWREnCE. Purchased by the Pan-Atlantic Steamship Corporation, New York, NY in 1940. 
Sold to the Waterman Steamship Agency, NY in 1942 and renamed c) LAWREnCE. In September, 1943, the 
LAWRENCE was requisitioned by the US Army (Corps of Engineers) and began converting the vessel on 
September 11, 1943 to a port repair ship (the first ever of her kind) by the Waterman Steamship Corporation, 
Repair Division, in Mobile, AL and renamed d) JunIOR n. VAn nOY. She was reboilered with two Scotch 
marine boilers at this time. The VAN NOY, having been completed in May, 1944, departed New York City on 
July 17, 1944 in Convoy HX 300, reportedly the largest American convoy ever assembled to date (166 ships) 

Covedale [DC]

Muncove [RR]



and arrived at Clyde, Scotland on or about August 3. The vessel received orders to proceed to Cherbourg, France 
arriving there on August 10, 1944; the first of five USACE port repair ships assigned for duty in Europe. This 
ship was assigned to help clear and rebuild the port facilities that had been destroyed by Allied bombing and 
German self-destruction as it was equipped with machine shops, storage bins, and heavy salvage equipment. 
She had many derricks and booms for lifting sunken ships and other debris. The sixty-member 1071st Engineer 
Port Repair Ship crew was the first assigned to the ship. In the Cherbourg Harbor, the vessel’s divers, welders, 
and mechanics patched and raised several hulks clearing the harbor for navigation. After successfully clearing 
most of the Cherbourg Harbor in only 54 days, the VAN NOY departed there on October 3 bound for Le 
Havre, France to perform similar duties. Though successful in clearing Cherbourg Harbor, which allowed the 
Liberty ships to enter and discharge their cargo, the port’s badly damaged infrastructure prevented any timely 
distribution of these badly needed goods forcing them to pile up at the port. Transferred to the United States 
Maritime Commission, Washington, DC in 1947 and laid up. In 1949 the Eastern Transportation Company 
of Norfolk, VA gained ownership reducing the vessel to a barge and renamed her e) nORTHWAY. Sold to the 
Barge Kathleen Sheridan Corporation, Philadelphia, PA late in 1951 and renamed f) KATHLEEn SHERIDAn. 
The SHERIDAN was sunk at a dock in Arthur Kill, near Perth Amboy, NJ on June 26, 1964. Removed from 
documentation as “foundered” in March, 1965
HULL 221

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919. Launched April 27, 1919 as a) COVERun (US.218005) 
and delivered in May, 1919 to the US Shipping Board after cessation of hostilities. COVERUN was sold to 
Matson Navigation Company, San Francisco, CA on June 22, 1922 and renamed b) MAHuKOnA. She served 
on the West Coast, mainly from Puget Sound, carrying wood to Hawaii and returning with sugar cane. 
MAHUKONA was the first steamer to traverse the 1916 built Lake Washington ship canal with cargo loaded 
on the freshwater lake bound for Hawaii. She was one of three GLEW-built WWI Lakers sold to Matson. 
The other two were the COWBOY, which became MAKENA, and COWEE, which became MAKAWELI. 
The MAHUKONA was sold to Navebras Soc. Anon., Brazil on December 30, 1940 and renamed c) SAnTA 
CLARA. The SANTA CLARA reported she was in distress after an onboard explosion on March 14, 1941 600 
miles off Jacksonville, FL on a trip bound from Newport News, VA to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil with coal. Vessel 
or crew never found.
HULL 222

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919. Launched April 9, 1919 as a) COWAn (US.217898) 

Junior N. Van Noy



and delivered May, 1919 to the US Shipping Board after cessation of hostilities. Sold to Earl M. Leaf, Seattle, 
WA in 1922 and renamed b) EL ABETO. Ownership was transferred that same year to the Los Angeles Lumber 
Products Steamship Company, San Pedro, CA. This vessel was sold Canadian in 1928 to the Coastwise 
Steamship & Barge Company, Ltd., Vancouver, BC and renamed c) GRIFFCO (C.154731). Sold Panamanian 
to Comp. de Vapores Mediteranea, S.A. in 1946 and renamed d) DIMITRIOS. In 1948 she was renamed  
e) ELAInE after the sale to Cia. Navegacion San Blas, S.A., Panama. In 1949 this vessel was sold to Dr. Ahmed 
Sait Darga of Istanbul, Turkey and renamed f) EMIn. On January 28, 1951 EMIN was stranded at Gambetta 
east of Oran, Algeria after breaking from her moorings while laid up at Oran. Later she was broken up where 
the vessel stranded.

Muhukona on the West Coast [DC]



Cowan [DC]

Griffco [DC]
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HULL 223

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919 for the US Shipping Board. Launched  
May 20, 1919 as a) LAKE ELKWOOD (US.218100) and delivered in July, 1919. LAKE ELKWOOD dropped two 
of three blades from propeller 1,000 miles north of and enroute to Rio de Janeiro arriving there October 7, 1919. 
Vessel seized for failure to authorize inflated repairs additional to the propeller forcing sale of coal cargo after being 
held there for 53 days, departing November 29th. Owned by the USSB until she was abandoned in 1930, spending 
much of her time in the post war reserve fleet. She was scrapped in 1930 by the Union Ship Building Company at  
Baltimore, MD.

Lake Elkwood ready to depart the shipyard Ecorse 07/1919 [DC]

After a short run of 1042-design “Lakers” earlier, design changes were implemented as a basis for the 1074 
design, which was used in building the next sixteen three island “Lakers” under USSB contract SC #323 at the 
Ecorse yard. This 1074 design used primarily by GLEW, with one exception, was a larger version of the 1042 
type with Lake names, as was suggested by Mrs. Woodrow Wilson to honor bodies of water throughout the 
United States and an implicit way to thank shipbuilders on the Great Lakes. The most noticeable difference 
was the larger molded depth allowing more carrying capacity: nearly 20%. Their dimensions were: 261’6”loa, 
253’6”kl-43’8”-28’4”: approximately 2674 GRT, 1658 NRT, 4050 dwt. Each was powered by a 1,450 ihp 
triple expansion steam engine and two oil-fired Scotch marine boilers. The USSB/EFC hull numbers ranged 
from 1868-1883 respectively. This USSB contract SC #323 was signed on June 12, 1918 and included eight 
additional 1074 design “Lakers” to be built at Ashtabula (Hulls 508-515).



Lake Elkwater at Boston 09/24/1920 [DC]

Commercial Bostonian on the East coast c1930 [DC]

HULL 224

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919 for the US Shipping Board. Launched June 10, 
1919 as a) LAKE ELKWATER (US.218295) and delivered in August, 1919. LAKE ELKWATER was owned by 
the USSB until 1929. Sold to Mooremack Gulf Lines, (Moore & McCormack) New York, NY late in 1929 
and renamed b) COMMERCIAL BOSTOnIAn. This vessel was sold to Lloyd Brasileiro, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 
1940 and renamed c) OZÓRIO under Brazilian registry. The OZÓRIO took part in a rescue mission on June 8, 
1941 when they picked up eleven survivors from the lifeboat of the ROBIN MOORE in the Atlantic Ocean 
at position 00°16”N x 37°37”W. The survivors were landed at Recife, Brazil. The clearly marked, neutral US 
owned ROBIN MOORE, bound for Africa, had been sunk by the German U-Boat U-69 (after the crew was 
allowed to abandon ship) and was the first US merchant vessel sunk by a German U-boat leading up to WWII. 
It signified that the seas were no longer safe for US merchant vessels and helped change American public 



sentiment to join the War against Germany. The OZÓRIO was sailing in a small convoy of four merchant 
ships and the US destroyer, USS ROE (DD 418), from Para, Brazil on the Atlantic Ocean off the Amazon 
estuary. The OZÓRIO was torpedoed by a German submarine (U-514) at 0110 hours on September 27, 1942. 
The ship sank in shallow waters at 0°13’N x 47°45’W. The captain and four crew members were lost of a crew 
of 39. At 0215 hours the second ship of the convoy, the LAGES, was also torpedoed by the same sub and it also 
sank in shallow waters. It was reported that both ships were salvaged but not repaired after the war and were 
classified as total losses.
HULL 225

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919. Launched July 26, 1919 as a) LAKE ELLEnDALE 
(US.218713) and entered service in September, 1919. LAKE ELLENDALE was owned by the US Shipping 
Board until 1926 when sold to William Clifford, Duluth, MN. Her engine was removed and was reduced to a 
barge, shortened and converted to a suction dredge by the Canulette J.B. Company, Slidell, LA. She was sold 
to the National Dredging Company, Duluth in 1927 and re-enrolled under the same company at New York, 

Lake Ellendale at Boston 02/05/1921 [DC]

Lake Ellenorah passing the Statue of Liberty at New York [DC]



NY in 1930. Sold to the Standard Dredging Corporation, Jersey City, NJ in 1937. The dredge foundered off 
the coast of Puerto Rico on October 23, 1948.
HULL 226  NO PHOTO

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919. Launched June 30, 1919 as a) LAKE ELLEnORAH 
(US.218448) and was delivered in August, 1919. Owned by the US Shipping Board, she sailed to the East 
Coast on August 25/26, 1919. Still under USSB ownership, she was abandoned in 1929 and was scrapped at 
Baltimore, MD by the Boston Iron & Metal Company.
HULL 227

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919. Launched August 8, 1919 as a) LAKE ELLERSLIE 
(US.218897) and delivered in September, 1919. Owned by the US Shipping Board until 1929 when she was 
abandoned. LAKE ELLERSLIE sailed from New York on July 10, 1929 to Baltimore, MD where she was 
scrapped by the Boston Iron & Metals Company.
HULL 228

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919 for the United States Shipping Board. Hull 228 
had her keel laid on April 10, 1919 and was launched 110 days later on August 16, 1919 as a) LAKE ELLICOTT 
(US.218896). After a fitting out period of 49 days, the LAKE ELLICOTT was delivered to the US Shipping 
Board on October 4, 1919. Having been allocated to trade in the United Kingdom, she departed Montreal 
on November 1 bound for Cardiff, Wales. LAKE ELLICOTT then departed Cardiff on December 6, 1919 
with coal bound for Lisbon, Portugal arriving there on December 10th. During this period she was allocated 
to the United States Marine & Commercial Company for management and operation. LAKE ELLICOTT 
made two trips through the Panama Canal in late 1920 and early 1921 from New Orleans, LA to Valparaiso, 
Mexico with 3700 tons of nitrates and general cargo respectively. After lying idle at Jacksonville, FL for 106 
days until August 8, 1921, she moved to Norfolk, VA where she laid up from August 11, 1921 until June 13, 
1922 when she began a charter to the Cuba Mail Steamship Co. Under this charter, which included “GLEW 

Lake Ellerslie [DC]



sisters” LAKE ELLSBURY and LAKE SLAVI, two trips to Cuba were completed and lasted until August 21, 
1923 when she was returned to idle status at Norfolk in the postwar reserve fleet under the US Shipping Board. 
Likely due to her recent activity, LAKE ELLICOTT was sold in 1924 to the Clyde Line, New Orleans along 
with the LAKE SLAVI for $37,500 each. Management was placed with the Gulf & Southern Steamship Co., 
a Clyde US subsidiary, and renamed b) LOuISIAnA at this time. She traded along the Gulf coast from New 
Orleans to Miami during the next two years until October 27, 1926 when LOUISIANA collided with the 
steamer MADISON off South Pass, LA (mouth of Mississippi River) and sank. She had loaded general cargo 
at New Orleans and was bound for a Florida port.
HULL 229

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919. Launched August 23, 1919 as a) LAKE ELLIJAY 
(US.218895) and delivered in October, 1919. The seldom used LAKE ELLIJAY was owned by the US Shipping 
Board until 1927 and laid up most of that period in the postwar reserve fleet. Purchased by the US War 
Department and assigned to the Federal Barge Line Company in 1927 for flood control work on the Mississippi 
River due the Great Mississippi Flood of 1927, the most destructive river flood in United States history. The 
vessel was used to transport supplies up and down the river at a time when land travel would have been very 
difficult and as a dry platform for cranes and construction equipment to be used in the recovery process. The 
vessel was later converted to a landing stage at New Orleans, LA. Though we were unable to uncover specific 
documents, it is likely the vessel was cut down to one of her decks for a flat platform on which cargo from the 
Federal Barge Line vessels could be unloaded regardless of the level of the Mississippi; and served as a floating 
dock. The landing stage was scrapped at Mobile, AL by the Pinto Island Metals Co. in 1947.
HULL 230

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919. Launched August 28, 1919 as a) LAKE ELLITHORPE 
(US.219019) and was delivered in November, 1919. LAKE ELLITHORPE was owned by the US Shipping 
Board until 1926 when sold to the New England, New York & Texas Steamship Corporation, New York, NY. 
The company name changed to the Newtex Steamship Corporation, NY in 1927 in an apparent reorganization. 

Lake Ellijay at Boston 09/02/1920 [DC]



Lake Ellithorpe ready to depart the shipyard 11/1919 [DC]

The vessel was renamed b) TEXAS 
TRADER in 1932 under the same 
owners. Traded to the British 
Ministry of War Transport, 
London, England (managed 
by Sir W. Reardon Smith & 
Co.) in 1940 and renamed c) 
EMPIRE KESTREL (BR.167612). 
Records show that the EMPIRE 
KESTREL sailed in at least two 
convoys; HG-63 with fruit from 
Gibraltar to Liverpool from May 
25 to June 9, 1941 and HG-81 
from April 5 to April 15, 1942 
between the same ports with 
oranges. While en route from 
Algiers to Bone (present day 
Annaba) with military supplies, 
EMPIRE KESTREL was sunk 
by an Italian SM-79 torpedo 
bomber from the 132nd Bomber 
Group on the night of August 15-16, 1943 at position 37.10°N x 4.35°E in the Mediterranean Sea off the coast 
of Algeria, North Africa. Eleven crew were lost.
HULL 231  NO PHOTO

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919 for the United States Shipping Board. Hull 231 had 
her keel laid on May 21, 1919 and was launched 114 days later on September 12, 1919 as a) LAKE ELLSWORTH 
(US.218959). After a fitting out period of 46 days, the LAKE ELLSWORTH was delivered to the US Shipping 
Board on November 28, 1919. This “three islander” was intermittently chartered to Daniel Ripley & Co., J.A. 
Meritt & Co., and Tracy Steamship Co. from 1919 through most of 1921. Trips included general cargo to 
Rotterdam, Buenos Aires, and Rio de Janeiro before laying up at Norfolk, VA sometime during September, 
1921 in the postwar reserve fleet. Used for unspecified quarantine service under the US Public Health Service 
in 1926 until being sold in 1929 to the Union Shipbuilding Co. for scrapping. LAKE ELLSWORTH was 
dismantled during the second quarter of 1930 at Baltimore, MD.
HULL 232

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919. Hull 232 was launched September 24, 1919 
as a) LAKE ELLSBuRY (US.219031) and delivered to the US Shipping Board in November, 1919. In 1926 
the ELLSBURY was sold to the Munson Steamship Line, New York, NY and renamed b) MunLOYAL. 
MUNLOYAL was towed to Baltimore, MD from Norfolk, VA, and arrived on October 8, 1936 where the 
vessel was dismantled by the Union Ship Building Company.
HULL 233  NO PHOTO

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919 for the United States Shipping Board. Hull 233 
had her keel laid on June 29, 1919 and was launched 84 days later on October 2, 1919 as a) LAKE ELMDALE 
(US 219201). After a fitting out period of 31 days, the LAKE ELMDALE was delivered to the US Shipping 
Board on November 20, 1919. On her trip off the Lakes, she grounded at Cape Blue (Straight of Canso) near 
Harbor au Bouche, NS in heavy seas on December 10, 1919. In imminent danger, the Canadian revenue cutter 
ALERT helped free her, which in turn was forced ashore when the liberated LAKE ELMDALE hit her. LAKE 
ELMDALE was towed to Halifax for repairs arriving December 23rd. For most of 1920, she was allocated to 
the United Steamship Co. for Galveston, TX to West Indies trade. In a bit of irony, LAKE ELMDALE was 
sent to Nova Scotia for a cargo bound for Havana, Cuba when she again grounded on Cape Blue, near Harbor 
au Bouche on December 11, 1920. Grounded on a sandy bottom due to heavy seas, she eventually freed herself 
and proceeded to Halifax for repairs and her cargo. LAKE ELMDALE continued in the Galveston/Caribbean 



trade until it was loaned to the US Public Health Service on June 7, 1923 at Sabine, TX. Returned to the USSB 
in June, 1927, it was determined that the USPHS didn’t maintain the ship according to the loan agreement 
and needed nearly $12,000 in repairs. LAKE ELMDALE was never repaired and laid idle at Orange, TX in 
the postwar reserve fleet from this point until being sold in a block with other idle WWI Lakers to the Union 
Shipbuilding Co. and towed to Baltimore, MD for scrapping during the third quarter of 1929.
HULL 234

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919. Hull 234 was launched September 30, 1919 as  
a) LAKE ELMHuRST (US.219032) and delivered in November, 1919 to the US Shipping Board. Sold to the 
Ocean Steamship Company of Savannah, Savannah, GA in 1926. Renamed b) CITY OF ALBAnY in 1927. 
Sold to the Commercial Mariner Steamship Company, New York, NY in 1928. Sold to Mooremac Gulf Lines,  
New York, and renamed c) COMMERCIAL ORLEAnIAn in 1929. Sold to Russia at Vladivostok, USSR in 1938 
and renamed d) SAKHALInnEFT. Renamed e) MOSKALVO in 1945 and in 1950 it disappeared behind the Iron 
Curtain and was dropped from Lloyd’s Register; presumed scrapped.
HULL 235  NO PHOTO

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919 for the US Shipping Board. Hull 235’s keel was laid 
on August 9, 1919 and 96 days later was launched on November 15, 1919 as a) LAKE ELMOnT (US.219291). 
After only 31 days for fitting out, the LAKE ELMONT was delivered to the USSB on December 13, 1919 but 
due to winter conditions and the fact that hostilities had ceased, this vessel laid up at Ecorse until spring 1920 
when delivery again was accepted by the Division of Operations on May 5. LAKE ELMONT departed the 
Lakes and on June 24 arrived at Portland, ME, where she was allocated to the Mallory Steamship Lines, one 
of only two USSB vessels assigned to this fleet. This vessel saw some activity in the ensuing weeks along the 
Atlantic Seaboard, but not without mishap, as on two occasions she lost propeller blades. LAKE ELMONT, 
still in the Mallory fleet, was driven ashore in January, 1922 near Cartegena, Columbia. She was refloated in a 
leaky condition and towed to Cristobal, Panama, arriving January 11 where temporary repairs were obtained. 
LAKE ELMONT was laid up after this incident, from 1922 to 1929, shifting first from Staten Island to 
Hoboken, NJ and then to New York when a reported sale to Russian concerns fell through. Finally, LAKE 
ELMONT was sold to the Union Shipbuilding Co. for scrap, and was dismantled at Baltimore, MD in the 
fall of 1931.
HULL 236  NO PHOTO

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919 for the US Shipping Board. Keel laid August 18, 
1919 and launched December 13, 1919 as a) LAKE SLAVI (US.219430) and delivered to the USSB on January 

Lake Ellsbury at Boston with Shipping Board stack 10/02/1920 [DC]



19, 1920, but likely didn’t depart the Lakes until spring. LAKE SLAVI charted by in 1921 and then sold to the 
Lykes Brothers Steamship Company, New Orleans, LA in 1922 who renamed her b) ALMERIA LYKES in 1926. 
This vessel was sold Italian to “Sitmar” (Soc. Italiana Trasporti Marittimi), Genoa in 1940 and renamed c) 
ALMERIA. The ALMERIA didn’t last long as she was wrecked off the north coast of Trinidad on May 19, 1940 
(another source says September 15, 1940) while bound from Galveston, TX to Montevideo, Uruguay with a cargo  
of sulfur.
HULL 237

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919 for the US Shipping Board. Launched December 
20, 1919 as a) LAKE ELMSFORD (US.219461) and delivered in February, 1920 to the USSB. After limited 
service laid up in the Tacoma Reserve Fleet, WA. Sold Russian in February, 1929 to Aktsionernoe Kamchatskoe 
Obshchestvo (AKO) and renamed b) YAKuT, home ported in Vladivostok. YAKUT, one of five GLEW 
“Lakers” purchased by AKO (LAKES ELMWOOD-238, ELPUEBLO-510, ELRIO-511, ELVA-514) arrived 
in Vladivostok by mid-July, 1929. Initially, YAKUT was used to haul coal and goods to Wrangel Island in the 
Arctic Ocean. This group of ships was bought to compete with and dislodge the Japanese monopoly on floating 
fish and crab processing plants in the Kamchatka Peninsula region, but YAKUT was never converted to a crab 

plant like the others. YAKUT was damaged in a storm on November 21, 1935 damaging her bridge, telegraph, 
and compass stranding her until spring when she was towed to her home port of Vladivostok for repairs after 
she exhausted her coal bunkers. On July 1, 1936, YAKUT and the entire AKO fleet were transferred to Akoflot 
with their homeport moved from Vladivostok to Petropavlovsk. In the fall of 1946, YAKUT became the first 
major vessel to enter the mouth of the Kamchatka River marking the beginning of it as a seaport. Records seem 
to indicate that the YAKUT was under repair in 1941 and a captain and crew were assigned to her as late as 
1960. The YAKUT was reportedly scrapped in the USSR circa 1971: deleted from Lloyd’s Regiter of Shipping 
1960.

Lake Slavi laid up at Ecorse shipyard awaiting winter thaw to depart Lakes for salt water trade 1920 [SMMC]



HULL 238 NO PHOTO

Lake-built Ocean Freighter built at the Ecorse yard in 1919 for the US Shipping Board. Hull 238’s keel was 
laid on August 29, 1919 and launched on January 10, 1920 as a) LAKE ELMWOOD (US.219542), the last WWI 
“Laker” built at Ecorse. After 31 days to fit out the vessel, the LAKE ELMWOOD was delivered to the USSB 
on February 18, 1920 but didn’t depart the Lakes until the spring. She arrived at Boston on July 24 and was 
placed under the management of the States Marine Co., Baltimore, MD trading primarily on the Atlantic 

Lake Elmsford waiting spring thaw to depart the Lakes, 1920 [RR]

Yakut [RR]



seaboard. She began trade in the Baltic early in 1921 but found difficulty when she grounded in the Kiel Canal 
on February 8, 1921. LAKE ELMWOOD returned to Baltimore on March 11 and laid up there until July 9 
when she shifted to Norfolk in the reserve fleet until being sold to Johann Gohsol in 1929. Sold Russian in 
February, 1929 to Aktsionernoe Kamchatskoe Obshchestvo (AKO) and renamed b) YuKAGIR, home ported in 
Vladivostok, USSR. YUKAGIR, one of five GLEW “Lakers” purchased by AKO (LAKES ELMSFORD-237, 
ELPUEBLO-510, ELRIO-511, ELVA-514) arrived in Vladivostok by mid-July, 1929. This group of ships was 
bought to compete with and dislodge the Japanese monopoly on floating fish and crab processing plants in the 
Kamchatka Peninsula region. Upon arriving in Vladivostok in mid-1929, the YUKAGIR was converted to a 
floating crab processing plant for use around the Kamchatka Peninsula. On September 26, 1930, YUKAGIR 
was transferred to the Kamchatka trust, Krabotrest, which would manage and operate the floating crab and fish 
processing plant fleet including LAMUT (ELPUEBLO-510), TUNGUS (ELVA-514), and KAMCHATKA 
(ELRIO-511). YUKAGIR stranded in Akhomten Bay, SE coast of Kamchatka on April 30, 1932. Transferred 
to the trust, Krabomorzverotrest in 1937. Deleted from Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 1960.

239HuLL nuMBER

Twin Screw Steam Yacht designed by H.J. Gielow of New York, NY and built at the Ecorse yard in 1920 as a) 
DELPHInE (US.221218) at a cost of $2 million. Keel laid July 17, 1920. Christened and launched on April 2, 
1921 for the Horace E. Dodge family. Dimensions: 257’6”loa-250’5”(waterline length)-35’6”-22’; 1255 GRT, 
653 NRT. Powered by two 1,500 ihp quadruple expansion steam engines and three Babcock & Wilcox oil-fired 
water tube boilers. All of her auxiliaries were steam powered. The DELPHINE was a dream of auto magnate 
Horace Dodge who never saw her in operation due to his untimely death four months before her completion. 
The vessel however, was delivered to Anna Thompson Dodge, Horace’s widow, by the summer of 1921. This 
palatial steam yacht was the largest built in the USA for 40 years and was equipped with a master stateroom, 
eight guest staterooms, a card room, smoking room, and music room complete with a $60,000 pipe organ; all 
of which were decorated by Tiffany and Co. of New York. The vessel could accommodate up to 20 overnight 
guests with a crew of 55. The DELPHINE, named after Horace Dodge’s daughter, was moored in front of their 
Rose Terrace estate on Lake St. Clair, which was accessed by a privately dredged channel. The steam yacht was 
immaculately cared for, evidenced by her ritual spring fit out, which took two months to complete by her entire 
crew of officers and deck hands. Included in this was the annual re-commissioning of her four tenders and 
mahogany runabout. In 1926 she burned and sank in the Hudson River. After four months on the bottom, she 

Delphine ready for launch 1921 [SMMC]



was raised and rebuilt at a cost of $350,000 to which can be added $400,000 for the paintings and furnishings 
lost during the incident; all paid for by Dodge money. This demonstrated the degree of devotion that Anna 
Dodge had toward the yacht even after it had been declared a “total constructive loss” by her insurers. In 
1940, she was wrongly reported as sunk off Manitoulin Island in Georgian Bay. Actually, she simply ran 
aground, was refloated and rebuilt. DELPHINE was requisitioned on January 21, 1942 by the US Navy and 
was commissioned on May 11, 1942 as b) uSS DAunTLESS (PG-61). The DAUNTLESS departed Ecorse on 
May 27, 1942 and arrived at Washington, DC on June 16 and was equipped with two 50 caliber guns, painted 
in camouflage gray, and had a complement of 135. She served as the Flagship for Admiral Ernest J. King, 
Chief-Naval Operation, on Chesapeake Bay during WWII, and replaced the previous flagship, VIXEN (PG-
53). Before her decommissioning on May 22, 1946, the DAUNTLESS, which never saw combat duty, served 
as a valuable platform for which war strategies were engineered by Allied leaders such as President Franklin 
Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill. The vessel was transferred to the US Maritime 
Commission on June 10, 1946 for disposal before returning to the Dodge family. She required $300,000 to 
restore her and returned to her original name c) DELPHInE later in 1946 with nine service stripes on her stack. 
Registered under the names of Anna Thomson Dodge, Anna Dodge Dillman from 1921 to 1942 and Anna 
Dodge Dillman and Horace E. Dodge, Jr. from 1946 to 1968. She was an impressive sight while moored at her 

Delphine just after launch 1921 [KK]

Delphine docked at Rose Terrace, Grosse Pointe, MI



dock in front of the Dodge estate in Grosse Pointe, MI until November 16, 1962 when she passed down the 
Welland Canal on her departure trip off Lakes to New London, CT and laid up. The DELPHINE remained 
there through numerous attempts to sell her until sold to Roy A. Swayze (Delphine Associates of Virginia) of 
Fairfax, VA in July, 1966 for $86,000 to serve as a travel club unit. When that venture failed, she was sold early 
in 1968 to the Lundeburg Maryland Seamanship School, Inc., Piney Point, MD (which had been established 
late in 1967) for use as a Seafarers International Union training ship. The yacht was moderately refurbished 
and entered service as d) DAunTLESS for the SIU later in 1968 at their Piney Point location. DAUNTLESS 
was utilized for nearly 20 years by these owners as a floating technical school to train engine room personnel, 
deck hands, and gallery stewards when sold in 1986 to Travel Dynamics of New York City. Though they did 
move the vessel to Portsmouth, VA their plans to refurbish the yacht never came to pass, and DAUNTLESS 
was sold foreign in 1989 to Sea Sun Cruises (a French-Singapore Company), who planned on refurbishing 
her at Singapore, Malaysia. The yacht made her first trek across the Atlantic under these owners and after a 
tumultuous crossing arrived sometime during mid-1991 at Malta in the Mediterranean Sea where Sea Sun 

Cruises defaulted. She laid idle there until 1993 when she raised steam for transit to Marseilles, France and laid 
up again. Her condition had really deteriorated, especially after so many years of idleness and neglect when 
sold to Belgian clothing magnate Jacques Bruynooghe in 1997. The steam yacht was towed out of Marseilles 
by the Polish tug POSEJDON bound for Brugge, Belgium, and arrived there on or around September 26, 
1997. There the vessel underwent a major restoration which included three trips to the dry dock as well as some 
legal difficulties and lasted until July, 2003. The refurbished steam yacht departed Belgium in August, 2003 
under her own power and arrived at her new homeport of Monaco on September 9, 2003 under Portuguese 
registry. The next day she was rechristened e) DELPHInE by Princess Stephanie of Monaco. She was configured 
with twelve staterooms that can accommodate up to 28 overnight passengers and a crew of 24. Still retaining 

Delphine in dry dock at New York c1926 [DC]



her original steam engines, the DELPHINE was now equipped with a swimming pool placed on her boat 
deck just aft of her stack. In 2008 she was listed for charter at 60,000 euros or nearly $94,000 per day. The 
DELPHINE was considered the 29th largest yacht in the world and the second largest steam yacht by Motor 
and Yacht magazine in 2006. She is also reportedly the oldest steam yacht in the world.

uSS Dauntless at Washington DC 1943 [DC]

Dauntless at 
Portsmouth, VA 10/07/1989  

[WG]



Delphine pool 
on her afterdeck 2005

[BH]

Delphine on blocks at 
Brugge, Belgium 1997

Delphine at Monaco  
on the French Riviera in  

the western Mediterranean  
2005
[BH]



Scow built in 1921 at the River Rouge yard as a) DUPUIS 6 (US.170547) for the A.J. Dupuis, Detroit, MI. 
Dimensions: 60’-24’-4’”; 56 GRT, 56 NRT. In service for A.J. Dupuis until sold on April 27, 1987 to First 
Marine Contractors, Algonac, MI and renamed it b) MELISSA LYn. Documented through June 30, 1998 with 
FMC as owners. Still listed in the 2006 USMV as owned by FMC.

240HuLL nuMBER NO PHOTO

Scow built in 1921 at the River Rouge yard as a) 139 (US.172588) for the Great Lakes Dredge & Dock, 
Chicago, IL. Dimensions: 125’-32’-8’7”; 336 GRT, 336 NRT. Owned by GLD&D until 1971 when dropped 
from documentation as scrapped.

241HuLL nuMBER NO PHOTO

Lake Bulk Freighter built at the River Rouge yard in 1922 as a) JAMES MACnAuGHTOn (US.222555). 
Launched September 23, 1922 for the Wilson Transit Co., Cleveland, OH. Dimensions: 603’9”loa, 580’lbp 
x 60’x 32’; 8299 GRT, 6608 NRT, 14,000 dwt. Powered by a 1,900 ihp triple expansion steam engine and 
three coal-fired Scotch marine boilers. The MACNAUGHTON sailed on her maiden voyage November 7, 
1922 with 12,500 tons of coal. She was reboilered in April, 1940 with two oil-fired water tube boilers. The 
MACNAUGHTON was renamed b) BEN MOREELL (2) in 1955. Her fleet owners, Marine Transit, became 
Wilson Marine Transit in April, 1957. On September 18, 1958 the MOREELL collided with and sank the car 
ferry ASHTABULA off the harbor at Ashtabula, OH. No lives were lost. The ASHTABULA, its rail cars and 
contents were raised, but the rail ferry was written off as a total loss. The MOREELL remained afloat and was 
back in service in two weeks. A new tank top for the MOREELL was installed in April, 1959. A bow thruster 
was installed on the MOREELL during the winter of 1963-64 at the Fraser-Nelson Shipbuilding & Dry Dock 

James MacNaughton upbound at the Soo [PW]
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Co., Superior, WI. In 1966 new bulkheads were installed. Her ownership was changed to Ingalls Shipbuilding 
Corp., Pascagoula, AL in January, 1967 but was still managed by Wilson Marine Transit. Wilson retained 
management from July, 1968 until 1972 when Litton Systems, Inc., Baltimore, MD acquired ownership. In 
August, 1972 the MOREELL was sold to the Kinsman Marine Transit Co., Cleveland and in the spring of 
1974 the vessel’s ownership was transferred to S & E Shipping Corp. of Cleveland who on July 14, 1977 re-
christened her c) ALASTAIR GuTHRIE. After her winter lay-up at Duluth, MN, problems occurred during her 
first trip of the year on April 18, 1979 when she began taking on water in the engine room while loading grain 
at the International Multifoods elevator at Duluth. Her stern settled to the bottom of the slip with 12 feet of 
water in the engine room. Subsequent inspection revealed that a cooling system valve had been left open. The 
grain cargo was not affected but the engine needed refurbishing. The GUTHRIE suffered a fire in her number 
four hold on September 22, 1983 when she was loaded with barley. She returned to Duluth with 146,000 
bushels of the damaged cargo. The GUTHRIE operated under her own power in 1983. She was out of class 
by then and subsequently was used as a tow barge carrying cargoes of grain between Duluth and Buffalo, NY. 
Her first trip in this capacity had her upbound in the St. Clair River on May 25, 1984 under tow of the G-tug 
OHIO, assisted by tug WISCONSIN. The GUTHRIE made four more trips as a barge; one in June, two more 
in August and her last in mid-September. Her final lay-up was at Buffalo on September 17, 1984. In 1985 the 
GUTHRIE, towed from her lay-up berth in Buffalo, arrived at Port Maitland, ON November 15, 1985 to be 
scrapped. Her dismantling was reported completed by October, 1986.

Ben Moreell in Wilson colors  
on the St. Clair River 09/1961 

[SM]

Ben Moreell in bicentennial colors 
 for Kinsman at Cleveland 08/1976 

[SM]



Alastair Guthrie, last year of  
service under own power on  

the Detroit River 07/11/1983  
[JM]

Alastair Guthrie in winter  
layup at Toledo 01/1984  

[JH]

Alastair Guthrie last trip  
under tow 09/01/1984  

[JM]
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Auto & Passenger Ferry built at the River Rouge yard in 1923 as a) WAYnE (US.222835). Launched March 
17, 1923 for the Walkerville & Detroit Ferry Co., Detroit, MI for the cross-river run between Walkerville, 
ON and Detroit, MI. Dimensions: 142’2”loa-128’lbp-43’-15’3”; 379 GRT, 251 NRT. Powered by an 800 ihp 
fore & aft compound steam engine and two coal-fired Scotch marine boilers. Entered service June 4, 1923. 
The ferry company had been established in 1880 by Hiram Walker to expedite the cumbersome commute 
from his home in Detroit on Walker Street (near Jos. Campau) to his distillery in Walkerville. It also served to 
connect passengers with his new railway that he established in 1885 across the river, the Lake Erie and Detroit 
River Railway. The 1920s saw an expansion of auto ferry service throughout the Great Lakes in response 
to increased auto travel, especially for tourism, which prompted the building of the WAYNE. When the 
Ambassador Bridge opened in 1929 and the Windsor-Detroit auto tunnel in 1930, cross-river ferry traffic 
was negatively impacted. WAYNE’s Detroit River service, along with fleetmate HALCYON (Hull 252), was 
suspended on May 15, 1942. Laid idle at Walkerville until 1946 when towed by the tug ATOMIC to Duluth, 
MN and arrived there on May 3rd. Was used for short trips around Duluth and, with a dance floor added, 
ran moonlight trips on St. Louis Bay. Purchased by Toledo Excursions, Inc., Toledo, OH in 1950 and made 
moonlight trips around the Toledo area. WAYNE laid up at Windsor, ON at the end of the season. WAYNE 
was removed from documentation in May, 1952 and purchased by the Bisso Ferry Co., New Orleans, LA later 
that year. The ferry was towed to Sturgeon Bay, WI by the tug JOHN ROEN in 1952. Her upper structure 
was removed for passage down the Illinois Waterway and the Mississippi River, which occurred later in 1952. 
WAYNE was to serve as a cross-river ferry between New Orleans and Algiers, LA but the completion of the 
highway bridge canceled that plan. She ended up as a floating warehouse at the Bisso yard in New Orleans as 
late as 1958. It was reported by Bisso that the WAYNE was likely scrapped at that location at an undetermined 
date. Other sources say the WAYNE may have been abandoned and sunk along the river banks and covered by 
Mississippi River sediment, which was common practice during this time.

Wayne, early in career at Detroit [PW]



SS Wayne at Toledo 1950  
[DC]

Wayne with load of cars 
on the Detroit River 

[HCGL]

Wayne approaching 
Detroit dock 

[SMMC]
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Lake Bulk Freighter built at the River Rouge yard in 1923 as a) FRONTENAC (2) (US.223078). Launched  
May 26, 1923 for the Cleveland-Cliffs Iron Co., Cleveland, OH. Dimensions: 603’9”loa, 588’6”lbp, 580’kl x 60’x 
32’; 8158 GRT, 6531 NRT, 13,300 dwt. Powered by a 1,900 ihp triple expansion steam engine and three coal-fired 
Scotch marine boilers. The FRONTENAC (2) entered service on July 8, 1923 departing the shipyard upbound 
light to Marquette to load iron ore. Later that year, FRONTENAC (2) became the first 600-foot vessel to dock 
at the Ford Motor Company’s River Rouge plant. The FRONTENAC (2) was repowered in 1954 at Toledo, OH 
with a 5,500 shp double reduction geared, cross-compound steam turbine and one oil-fired water tube boiler.  
A new tank top and side tanks were fitted in April, 1956. New tonnage: 7898 GRT, 5980 NRT. Her boiler  
was automated over the winter of 1965-66. A new pilothouse was installed at Cleveland during the winter of  
1966-67. The old pilothouse 
is now at the Fairport (Ohio) 
Marine Museum. Also a bow 
thruster was added that same 
winter. The FRONTENAC (2) 
while in ballast from Cleveland 
sustained major structural 
damage from grounding on 
Pellet Reef attempting to enter 
Silver Bay, MN at 2140 hours on 
November 22, 1979. Nineteen 
feet of water flooded her #2 
and #4 compartments through 
cracks which developed in her 
hull plating and her spar deck 
caused by six to twelve foot 
waves slamming into her. She 
was freed on November 24th. 
After being strapped to re-enforce her hull at the Silver Bay Coal Dock, the FRONTENAC (2) departed 
under her own power, accompanied by the tug PENINSULA, and arrived at the Fraser Shipyard, Superior, WI 
on November 28th. Her keel, which had hogged four feet, caused her to be declared a constructive total loss 
and the vessel was surrendered to the underwriters. The FRONTENAC (2) was sold to the Fraser Shipyard in 

Frontenac being launched 05/26/1923 [GR]

Frontenac early in career with original cabins and funnel on the St. Clair River c1940 [SMMC]



December, 1979 and her documentation was removed in April of 1980. The scrapping process was completed 
there December 20, 1985. Her pilothouse was removed and placed on a barge which was towed to Two 
Harbors, MN June 16, 1987 for use as a museum by the Lake County Historical Society.

Frontenac at the CLM dock  
Superior 04/1980  

[GO]

Frontenac upbound on the 
St. Marys River with new 

pilothouse and powerplant 09/1978  
[BC]

Frontenac at Fraser shipyard  
pumping to stay afloat 12/1979  

[GR]





another Ford fleet boat. She was towed from the Rouge River June 23, 1983 and tied up at the old Semet Solvay 
dock on the Detroit River where her engine was removed and was stripped of salvageable equipment. She had 
been sold to Frank J. Sullivan of Sullivan Marine, Cleveland, OH for intended use as a barge. The DYKSTRA 
never sailed under her new name nor for the new owner. She arrived in tow at Cleveland December 21, 1984 
and was tied up at the Ontario Stone No. 4 dock on the Cuyahoga River. The entire forward superstructure 
of the DYKSTRA, including the forecastle deck, was removed at Cleveland, July 2, 1986 for use as a summer 
home on Lake Erie’s South Bass Island where it remains. The cabin was delivered to the Island July 18th on the 
barge THOR 101 towed by the tug GREGORY J. BUSCH. The hull of the DYKSTRA was sold to Marine 
Salvage, Port Colborne, ON and was towed from Cleveland July 10th to Ramey’s Bend arriving there on July 
12, 1986 where she was scrapped.

Benson Ford  
upbound at the Soo  

[SMMC]

Benson Ford on  
Lake St. Clair 1958  

[SM]



Benson Ford Pilothouse  
as a summer home on 

South Bass Island 08/24/2005  
[MN]

Benson Ford on the 
Detroit River 09/1967  

[SM]

John Dykstra laid up at the 
old Semet Solvay dock on the 

Detroit River 06/26/1983  
[JJ]
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Drill Scow launched March 24, 1924 at the River Rouge yard as a) TnT (US.168914) for the M. Sullivan 
Dredging Co., Detroit, MI. Dimensions: 111’-30’-6’; 175 GRT, 175 NRT. Sold in 1933 to the U.S Dredge & 
Dock Co., Wyandotte, MI. Ownership changed frequently over the next 17 years; in 1940 to the Whitney 
Corp., Duluth, MN; in 1943 to the estate of Gwin A. Whitney, Duluth; to Charlotte W. Whitney, Ojai, CA in 
1950; William A. Whitney (Trustee), Duluth in 1956. Sold to Merritt-Chapman & Scott Corp., Chicago, IL in 
1957. Sold to the Dunbar & Sullivan Dredging Co., Detroit in 1965. Documentation dropped as “abandoned” 
in 1977. Victor J. Monz, Lorain, OH obtained ownership in April, 1979 and re-documented the scow as TNT. 
The George Gradel Co., Toledo, OH gained ownership in 2001, which continued as of December 31, 2008. 
Still in service as of 2008.
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Lake Bulk Freighter built at the River Rouge yard in 1924 as a) EDWARD J. BERWInD (US.224139). Launched 
on July 12, 1924 for the Franklin Steamship Co., (H.K. Oakes, Mgr.), Cleveland, OH. Dimensions:  612’loa, 
586’lbp x 62’ x 32’; 8318 GRT, 6517 NRT, 13,900 dwt. Powered by a 2300 ihp triple expansion steam engine and 
three coal-fired Scotch marine boilers. Rated service speed: 12 mph. The BERWIND was delivered on October 
5, 1924 to her owners and she departed the shipyard two days later on her maiden voyage. Management of the 
EDWARD J. BERWIND changed to the Bethlehem Transportation Co., Cleveland, in 1930, but remained 
in Franklin colors. On June 11, 1936 the BERWIND collided with the Canadian steamer AYCLIFFE HALL 
in fog 16 miles West of Long Point on Lake Erie. The Hall Corp. steamer went to the bottom and was not 
salvaged. There was no loss of life as the officers and crew of the Hall boat were picked up by the BERWIND. 
In 1940 M.A. Hanna assumed management of the BERWIND. Under Hanna management, the BERWIND’s 
ownership changed to Hanna Ore Company in 1944, to the Hanna Coal & Ore Corp. in 1945, and finally 
to the Hanna Mining Co. in 1959. New side tanks were installed in April, 1952 and a new tank top in April, 
1961. The BERWIND was renamed b) MATTHEW ANDREWS (3) early in 1963. The ANDREWS’ boilers were 
converted to oil-fired burners over the winter of 1970-71 by Fraser Ship Yards, Superior, WI. Sold Canadian 
in October, 1974 to the Hindman Transportation Co. Ltd., Owen Sound, ON, she was renamed c) BLAnCHE 
HINDMAN (3) (C.327382). Canadian tonnage: 9532 GRT, 6402 NRT. She was sold to the Quebec & Ontario 

Edward J. Berwind launch day at the River Rouge yard [SMMC]



Transportation Co., Thorold, ON late in 1978 and was renamed d) LAC STE. AnnE on March 12, 1979. She 
was reboilered with two oil-fired water tube boilers at Port Colborne, ON over the winter of 1980-81. The 
boilers were salvaged from the scrapper BROOKDALE (2). LAC STE. ANNE last operated in 1982 laying up 
at season’s end at Hamilton, ON. She did not operate in 1983 remaining idle the entire season at Hamilton 
and was sold in 1984 to Transport Desgagnes, Inc., (Groupe Desgagnes, Inc., Mgr.), Montreal, QC. The LAC 
STE. ANNE, which never operated for Desgagnes, was towed from her Hamilton lay-up April 1, 1985 and 
arrived at Port Colborne for lay-up in the old canal below Lock 8. The LAC STE. ANNE was towed the short 
distance to Port Colborne Marine Terminals, Port Colborne on November 23, 1985 and was scrapped there 
during the winter of 1985-86.

Edward J. Berwind from the Ambassador Bridge Detroit [PW]

Matthew Andrews on the St. Marys River 06/1968 [JV]



Lac Ste. Anne laid up in 
the old canal section of the 
Welland Canal 04/1985  

[JM]

Blanche Hindman in the 
Welland Canal 08/29/1978  

[JM]

Lac Ste. Anne at 
Port Colborne 04/1982  

[JM]





Jospeh H. Frantz at the Soo [PW]

Joseph H. Frantz at Duluth 1950s [SMMC]
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E.J. Kulas from the Blue Water Bridge at Port Huron [PW]

Ben Moreell on Lake St. Clair 1954 [PW]



Thomas E. Millsop on the 
Detroit River 08/1964  

[SM]

E.J. Newberry from the 
Blue Water Bridge  
Port Huron 1976  

[BC]

Cedarglen in the 
Welland Canal 11/1983  

[BC]



Cedarglen at 
Port Maitland scrap yard 09/1994  

[JH]

Cedarglen laid up at 
Goderich 05/1993  

[BJ]

Cedarglen scrap tow on 
Lake St. Clair 08/19/94  

[SM]




